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CONFIDENTIAL NAIROBI 2098 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJ: TENSIONS RISE AS BODY OF MISSING MP FOUND 

REF: NAIROBI 1518 (NOTAL); 1667 (NOTAL); 1829; 1992 (NOTAL); 

2089 (NOTAL) 

1. THE BODY OF J.M. KARIUKI, POPULAR NORTHERN KIKUYU MP 
AND LEADING CRITIC OF THE KIAMBU KIKUYU ESTABLISHMENT WCY 
HAD BEEN MISSING SINCE MARCH 2 (NAIROBI 1992), WAS LOCATED 

IN A CITY MORGUE ON THE AFTERNOON OF MARCH 1 1 BY MEMBERS 
OF HIS FAMILY, WHO ALERTED MP'S AND THE PRESS. ALTHOUGH 
THE BODY HAD APPARENTLY BEEN IN THE MORGUE SINCE MARCH 3, 
THE POLICE HAD NOT NOTIFIED THE FAMILY, OSTENSIBLY BECAUSE 
THEY HAD BEEN UNABLE TO POSITIVELY IDENTIFY IT BECAUSE 
OF ITS QTE DECOMPOSED UNQTE CONDITION. KARIUKI HAD 
APPARENTLY BEEN BEATEN AS WELL AS SHOT IN THE CHEST AND NECK. 

2. IT IS WIDELY PRESUMED HERE THAT KARIUKI WAS MURDERED 
ON ORDERS OF THE KIAMBU KIKUYU CLIQUE SURROUNDING 
PRESIDENT KENYATTA, PROBABLY WITH THE PRESIDENT'S KNOW- 
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STORIES LINKING PRESIDENTIAL ESCORT UNIT OR OTHER GOVERN- 
MENT SECURITY AGENTS TO KARIUKI'S DISAPPEARANCE AND SUBSE- 
QUENT POLICE INACTION IN TRYING TO SOLVE CASE. KARIUKI 
HAS LONG BEEN A THORN IN THE ESTABLISHMENT'S SIDE, AND 
IT MAY HAVE CONCLUDED THAT, BY HIS CRITICISM OF CORRUPTION 
AND LAND GRABBING BY HIGH OFFICIALS, HE WAS INCITING IF 
NOT ACTUALLY INSTIGATING THE ACTS OF VIOLENCE, INCLUDING 
BOMBINGS, CROP BURNINGS AND CATTLE KILLING, THAT HAVE 
SWEPT KENYA RECENTLY (NAIROBI'S 1669). KARIUKI’S DEATH 
CAN ALSO BE SEEN AS PART OF THE CONTINUING FRICTION BETWEEN 
THE NORTHERN KUKUYU CLANS IN NYERI AND MURANGA, AND THE 
SOUTHERN KIAMBU CLAN, WITH THE NORTHERNERS FEELING THEY 
CARRIED THE BURDEN OF THE FIGHTING DURING THE INDEPENDENCE 
STRUGGLE ONLY TO HAVE THE POWER AND LAND GO TO 
THE KIAMBU. 

3. NAIROBI HAS BEEN TENSE SINCE THE HEADLINED ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF KARIUKI'S MURDER ON THE MORNING OF MARCH 12. POLICE 
ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF DISTURBANCES BY 
STUDENTS AND BY RESIDENTS FROM THE POORER AREAS OF THE 
CITY. WHERE KARIUKI WAS REGARDED AS A HERO. MANY SHOPS 
HAVE CLOSED, BUT OTHERWISE NAIROBI OUTWARDLY CALM. 

A SOMBRE PARLIAMENT CONVENED BRIEFLY TODAY, HEARD PRE- 
PARED EULOGY BY SPEAKER, AND ADJOURNED UNTIL TOMORROW, 
THEREBY POSTPONING ANTICIPATED SHARP QUESTIONING OF 
GOVERNMENT BY KARIUKI'S POLITICAL ALLIES. MORE DANGEROUS, 
FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF KENYA'S STABILITY, IS THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT KARIUKI'S DEATH MAY TRIGGER INTRA-TRIB AL 
KILLING BETWEEN THE NYERI AND MURANGA KIKUYU AND THE 
KIAMBU. IF THIS OCCURS, IT COULD SEVERELY STRAIN 
THE FABRIC OF THIS GOVERNMENT. PARTICULARLY AS MANY 
NORHTERN KIKUYU ARE FOUND IN THE VARIOUS SECURITY 
SERVICES. 
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